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To  THE  Urban  District  CorNcii.  of  Ashby  Woulds. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gtentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  lleport  upon 
Sanitary  matters  in  your  District  for  the  year  1898. 


Tables  of  deaths,  new  cases  of  infectious  disease  and 
vital  statistics  are  appended,  with  tables  of  Inspector’s  Avork 
during  the  year. 


The  A'ital  statistics  are  calculated  per  1000  persons 
Imng,  and  the  infantile  mortality  per  1000  registered  births. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Population 

The  population  of  the  District  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1898  is  2589. 

Births 

The  number  of  births  registered  during-  the 
3'ear  is  94 — including  42  males  and  52  females. 
This  gives  a birth-rate  of  36-3  per  1000  of  the 
population. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes  num- 
ber 44,  giving  a death-rate  of  16-9  per  1000. 

lufantile 

IMortality 

The  deaths  under  one  j^ear  of  age  number  10, 
giving  an  infantile  mortalitv  rate  of  106  per 
1000  registered  births. 

Zymotic 

Death-Eate 

The  deaths  from  infectious  sickness,  including 
measles  and  -whooping  cough,  number  11,  giving 
a Zymotic  death-rate  of  4-2.  8 of  these  deaths 

-^'ere  caused  by  measles,  2 by  scarlet  fever,  and 
1 by  typhoid.  There  -were  no  deaths  caused  by 
-whooping  cough. 

Amongst  other  causes  of  death  than  infectious 
disease.  Avere  Phthisis  3,  diseases  of  the  lungs  6, 
diarrhoea  2,  injuries  2,  and  heart  disease  3.  All 
the  deaths  from  measles  occurred  in  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  this  epidemic  therefore 
A'ery  considerable  raised  the  infantile  mortality — 
in  fact  it  accounts  for  four-fiths  of  the  infantile 

deaths. 

Infec-tiojs 

Disease 

There  has  been  a remarkable  absence  of  notifi- 
able infectious  sickness  in  ths  district.  Only 

seA'en  cases  have  been  notified,  including  two  of 

scarlet  fever,  one  diphtheria,  one  membranous 
croup,  one  t^’^phoid,  and  two  of  erysipilas. 


Isolation 

Hospital 


Watei’ 

Supply 


As  the  population  of  tlie  district  is  much  smaller 
this  year  than  before  Woodville  was  taken  over 
by  Derbyshire  an  exact  comparison  cannot  be 
made,  but  there  is  certainly  a continued  improve- 
ment shewn  by  the  small  number  of  cases  of  ty- 
phoid and  diphtheria,  including  membranous  croup. 
The  one  case  of  typhoid  occurred  in  a patient  who 
had  lately  been  confined,  and  that  condition  ren- 
ders a patient  very  liable  to  any  infectious  disease. 
It  Avas  I believe  caused  by  a defective  drain  close 
to  the  house. 

No  ease  has  been  admitted  to  the  hospital  dur- 
ing the  year. 

I have  advised  your  Council  during  the  past 
three  months  to  provide  an  earth  closet  away 
from  the  building,  for  the  use  of  the  caretakers, 
and  to  build  a washhouse  also  separate  from  the 
building,  as  the  previous  accommodation  was  not 
satisfactory.  The  work  was  at  once  taken  in  hand 
and  will  soon  be  completed. 

In  my  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  in 
September  I noted  and  reported  upon  the  very 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  Spring  Cottage  as  re- 
gards the  W ater  Supply.  There  are  tAvo  wells  to 
supply  a number  of  cottages,  but  the  Avater  is 
ochreous  and  offensive,  not  only  utterly  unfit  for 
drinking,  but  not  even  fit  for  Avashing  pimposes. 
There  Avas  pollution  from  surface  water  and  the 
drainings  of  refuse  heaps,  but  apart  from  tliat  the 
character  of  the  strata,  principally  coal  and  clay, 
has  made  it  impossible  for  even  a decent  water  for 


Drainage 


domestic  purposes,  sucli  as  wasliing,  to  be  obtained. 
Several  attempts,  I was  informed,  bad  been  made 
by  sinking  rvells  to  provide  water  for  this  locality 
but  had  failed.  The  nearest  supply  that  could 
be  used  for  drinking  was  over  1000  yards  away. 

I advised  your  Council  to  supply  this  locality 
with  wate  r from  the  Milton  Waterworks,  as  that 
is  tlie  nearest  supply  that  would  be  thoroughly 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The 
matter  was  at  once  taken  into  consideration  by 
yoiu'  Council  but  has  not  been  finally  settled  yet. 
I would  urge  upon  the  Council  the  necessity  for 
an  early  settlement  of  this  matter.  It  is  one  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  residents,  and  new 
cottages  are  being  built  in  spite  of  the  difficulty. 
I can  see  no  other  solution  of  the  question  than  by 
bringing  the  water  from  Woodville. 

I have  noted  also  that  the  Sanitary  condition  of 
Newfields  is  still  satisfactory,  the  ebains  laid  iu 
1896  are  in  good  order,  and  the  effluent  from  the 
small  precipitation  tank  is  causing  no  offence. 
There  has  been  no  case  of  infectious  disease  in 
this  locality  during  the  year. 

Paradise  Pow  which  has  been  in  a very  insani- 
tary condition  for  years  past  and  the  subject  of 
many  reports  from  me,  has  been  at  last  put  in 
thorough  repair  and  its  sanitary  condition  is  at 
present  satisfactory. 

I am  not  satisfied  with  the  treatment  of  the 
sewage  from  Stone  Pow.  There  is  really  no 
treatment  attempted.  The  sewage  at  present 
passes  into  a settling  tank  and  the  overflow  which 
is  continuous  is  carried  down  an  open  ditch  into 
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the  stream  within  60  yards  of  the  tank.  Tlie 
amount  of  sewage  is  small  and  in  character  is 
distinctly  dilute  ; a verj'  much  better  result,  I 
believe  a good  result,  could  he  obtained  by  passing 
the  effluent  from  the  settling  tank  over  filters 
simply  constructed  of  coke  breeze.  At  least  two 
filters  Avould  he  recj^uired,  that  one  might  rest  for 
some  hours  while  the  other  carried  on  tlie  work. 
That  is  to  say  there  must  he  intermittent  filtratioi]. 
The  expense  would  he  trifling  and  the  Avorking  of 
tlie  simplest  nature. 

During  tlie  year  265  closets  have  been  regularly 
cleansed  and  145  ash  vaults  emptied. 

18  nuisances  haA'e  been  remedied  after  service 
of  notice  on  the  owners. 

4 houses  have  been  disinfected  after  infectious 
disease. 

Milton  Water  has  been  supplied  to  6 houses  in 
Avliich  either  the  c^uantit}’  or  qualitj'  had  become 
deficient. 

In  conclusion, — I am  informed  by  the  Clerk  to 
the  Council  that  the  C[uestion  of  the  supply  of  the 
Milton  Water  to  8priug  Cottage  has  been  settled 
by  your  Authority  and  the  Avork  Avill  be  com- 
menced without  delay.  I congratulate  the  Coun- 
cil on  having  so  promptly  dealt  Avith  this  urgent 
and  important  matter. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

AAur  obedient  Servant, 

IlODERIC  LOGAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Healtlu 


